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A Leaf from the 
President 
 

I’m so glad I never feel 
important. It does complicate 
life. 
                    Eleanor Roosevelt  
 
 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt said the 
above in response to a 
question from a reporter 
about how she achieved all she 
had in her lifetime. I’ve had so 
much fun learning about 
Eleanor and choosing from 
among her many wise words 
for some of my messages.  She 
was so forward thinking.  Our 
annual Branch Eleanor 
Roosevelt Walk honors this 
great woman on her birthday.  
Thanks to all who participated 
in and contributed to this 
meaningful and fun event. 
 

I’m excited to tell you that the 
Board is beginning to address a 
new- and good! - challenge.  
Our Branch is vibrant and 
growing.  We want to keep it 
that way.  Our diverse 
membership comprises 
longtime members, tweeners 
and newbies.  While we may 
have different life experiences, 
we have much in common.  
We want to ensure that all of 
our members benefit from 
stimulating programs and 
interest groups.  More to 
come… 

Laura   
 

 

lkdesmarais@gmail.com 

 

Common Core: 
Preparing America's Students for Success 

 

Dr. Darlene Ruscitti is the Regional Superintendent of Schools for DuPage County  
and a member of our Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW Branch.  She is coordinating a 

presentation that will address the recently enacted Common Core Standards in all 
Illinois Schools.  Common Core was developed to create a new learning environment 
that aims to raise learning standards for all students.  The goal is to be creative and  
to apply knowledge to real world situations.  This is a big change for our educators, 

students and parents.  How are we doing? 
 

 
 

The DuPage Regional Office of Education provides a range of services that support the 
42 public school districts in DuPage County.  These include: professional development, 

teacher certification, technology training, school improvement, student support, 
assessment, health, life safety and other related services.  This is an incredible support 

to our public schools. Darlene recently received the 2012 Excellence in Education Award 
from the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) Council of Aurora, which is 

the largest Latino civil rights and advocacy group in the United States. 
 
 

Wednesday, November 5 
7:00 pm 

 

7:00 pm Social    7:15 pm Business Meeting    7:45 pm Program 
Glen Ellyn Civic Center    Betty Clayton Room   

535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Co-Program Vice                
Presidents:                       
 
 

Suzanne Elger 
Sue Herrmann 

selger@mac.com 
sherrmann710@gmail.com 

    Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Branch 

T w i g s 
 

 

 
Sign Up for the 

 Annual Holiday Dinner 
 

Eleanor Roosevelt Walk 
A Success! 

mailto:selger@mac.com


UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Date Event Time Information 

Oct 29 Non-Fiction Lit 7:00 pm Margaret McGrath’s 

Nov 5 General Meeting 7:00 pm Glen Ellyn Civic Center, 535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn 

Nov 7 AM Lit 9:30 am Phyllis Fogel’s 
Nov 12 Board Meeting 7:00 pm Kitty Johansson’s 

Nov 13 Spice Routes 7:00 pm Peggy Connolly’s 

Nov 14 Film Group TBD Susie Gullickson’s 

Nov 17 Deadline to RSVP for 
Annual Holiday Dinner  

 See details in this issue of Twigs 

Nov 17 PM Lit 7:00 pm Susan Levy-Creed’s 
Nov 19 Book Sorting 10:30 am Public Storage, 111 Bridge Street, Wheaton 

Nov 20 Memoir Circle 7:00 pm Glennette Turner’s 

Dec 3 Annual Holiday Dinner 6:00 pm Village Links of Glen Ellyn, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn 

Dec 13 Cultural Arts Event 10:30 am Elmhurst Art Museum, 150 South Cottage Hill Avenue, 
Elmhurst 

Dec 17 Book Sorting 10:30 am Public Storage, 111 Bridge Street, Wheaton 

 

 

 

Membership                                                                                  Lisa Cherry and Kitty Johansson 
lisacherryhome@aol.com    kathrynj@herpersgmbh.com 

 

                                                
We now have 141 Branch members including 22 new members who have joined in this calendar year! We’re already 
thinking ahead to our December 3 Annual Holiday Dinner and want to extend a special invitation to all 22 new members. 
Please make time in this busy holiday season to attend our Branch celebration. It will be a wonderful evening in which 
we give special recognition to our Class of 2014. Be sure to stay for just a few extra minutes after the program to gather 
near the Membership table for a class photo! 
 

Please read about the following new members: 
 

A Wisconsin native and graduate of the University of Wisconsin with a Master’s in Education from National Lewis 
University, Barb Rebro is a 20 year veteran of teaching 2nd grade at Wiesbrook School in Wheaton. She has a 36 year old 
daughter living in downtown Chicago and a 32 year old son, Grant, living in Wheaton with his wife and 2 children. 
Although she is retired, Barb helps out with the kindergarten class for the 5 year old grandchild and sometimes subs at 
Wiesbrook to keep her connection with teaching. She helps administer testing for Pace as well. Barb likes to read, travel, 
cook and exercises by walking. We are glad she has joined AAUW. 
 

Originally from Minnesota, Joan Bregman moved to Chicago at an early age. After receiving a degree from University of 
Iowa in Science, she followed up with an MS degree from Northwestern in Speech and Language Sciences 19 years later. 
What an inspiration. She then worked in a private practice in Downers Grove as a speech and language pathologist. She 
and her husband have a son in North Carolina who has twins and a daughter in Chicago who has a baby girl. Joan loves 
being a grandmother! In addition, she loves volunteering at the food pantry, exercising (mainly walking), reading and 
Phyllis Fogelʼs Bridge lessons. She is a Florida “snowbird” in winter so we look forward to welcoming her into our AAUW 
circle when she is here. 

 

 

Member Records and Directory                                                                    Jane Palmer 

                                                                                                                                                      jfpalmer@comcast.net 
  

 

                                                

 

Please correct Judy Webster’s email in your Membership Directory.  The correct email is websteryukon@gmail.com. 
  

mailto:lisacherryhome@aol.com
mailto:websteryukon@gmail.com


 

Neighborhoods                                                                                                        Suzanne Balk 

suzannebalk@yahoo.com 
 

                                        
 

The success of our Branch Neighborhood organization is due to the work done by its Captains.  The welcoming call you 
received as a new member, the refreshments at Branch meetings as well as the friendly face in a crowd at an AAUW 
function are just a few reasons to thank Jean Lindsey, Marilyn Grzenia, Mary Mossman, Janet Arden, Donna Jennings, 
Phyllis Fogel, Sharon Garney and newest Captain Margaret McGrath who replaced Lynne Goldberg due to illness. Their 
willingness to devote extra time to "rally the troops" is resulting in very happy members of our Branch. 
 

A special thank you to Jane Palmer for figuring out the logistical puzzle that became each neighborhood. 

 

 

Book Sale                                                                                                                    Rose Fitzpatrick                                                                                                                             

r_fitzp@earthlink.net                                                                                                                               

 
 

Jean and Stef thank all those who helped with the September and October sorting plus those delivering books to the 
locker.  November's sorting is scheduled for Wednesday, the 19th at 10:30 am.   
 

Please contact Jean at vsq531@aol.com or Stef at szvirin@gmail.com if you are able to help with this month's 
sorting.  Also, be sure to let either of them know when you have dropped off books at the locker. This will help them 
keep ahead of the game. 

 

 

AM Lit                                                                                                                         Kathy McCullough 

kathymccull@gmail.com 
On Friday, November 7, 9:30 am, at the home of Phyllis Fogel, we meet to discuss The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier. 
Karen Bondy is our discussion leader and co-hostess. 
 

Taking place in 1850’s Ohio, Chevalier has written a sweeping and important novel about the power of bravery, 
friendship and perseverance. For Honor Bright, a modest English Quaker stranded far from home, life is a trial. 
Untethered from the moment she leaves England, fleeing personal disappointment, she is forced by family tragedy to 
rely on strangers in an alien, untamed landscape. 
 

Looking ahead to December 5, we will discuss The Forgotten Waltz by Anne Enright. Janet Arden will be our hostess and 
LaVonne Ruoff and Susan Hoover will share co-hostess duties. Our discussion is leader TBD. 
 

The Glen Ellyn Library obtains a small supply of the selected books a month before the discussion. Those who hold a card 
from another local library are also eligible to check out the books. They must be returned no later than the day after the 
discussion. 
 

Please contact me if you wish to be added to my email distribution list for notices of upcoming meetings. 

 

 

 

Film Group                                                                                                                 Anne Hanley 

ahanley@mindspring.com 

Film group has started off strong, with a lovely discussion of Boyhood at the home of Eleanor Saliamonas in September 
and a more harrowing and lively discussion of Gone Girl- described by Rolling Stone as the perfect date night movie for 
couples intent on destroying one another- at my home in October.   
 

The next film group will be on Friday November 14 at the home of Susie Gullickson.  The movie choice is usually 
announced via email that Wednesday.  If you would like to add your name to the distribution list, please send me an 
email.  And please consider hosting a future meeting.  We need hosts for every month in the new year!  

 

 

Memoir Circle                                                                                                                           Patricia Bernhold 

                                                                                                      pbernhold@hotmail.com 

                                                
The next meeting of the Memoir Circle is Thursday, November 20 at 7:00 pm, at Glennette Turner’s home.  Reminders 
will be emailed on the 17th.  If you are not on the current list and want to be notified of meetings, email me at the 
address above. 
 

mailto:r_fitzp@earthlink.net
mailto:vsq531@aol.com
mailto:szvirin@gmail.com
mailto:ahanley@mindspring.com
mailto:pbernhold@hotmail.com


 

 

Non-Fiction Lit Group                                                                                    Margaret McGrath  

margmcgrath@yahoo.com 

There is still time to join non-fiction interest group on the 5th Wednesday in October, October 29th, for our meeting 
normally held in November which was moved up because it interferes with Thanksgiving this year.  We will be 
discussing All the Tea in China: How England Stole the World's Favorite Drink and Changed History by Sarah Rose at 
Margaret McGrath's home with Peggy Connelly leading the discussion.  Facing loss of its monopoly on the fantastically 
lucrative tea trade with China, the British East India Company (BEIC) sent Scottish botanist Robert Fortune to steal tea 
plants, seedlings, and technology from China, and send them to British plantations in India for cultivation. Not just an 
engaging book on corporate espionage, All the Tea in China combines travel, adventure, gardening, and history in a 
fascinating read and only 245 pages in length. 
 

Mark your 2015 calendar for Wednesday, January 28 to discuss My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel by 
Ari Shavit at Ewa Bacon's home. 
 

Please join us for discussions whenever you can. All are welcome.  E-mail or call Margaret if you need a ride or have any 
questions. 
 

 

PM Lit                                                                                                                                           Bonnie Wheaton 

bonwheaton@aol.com 

 
 

Whenever you read a good book, somewhere in the world a door opens to allow in more light.  
                                                      -Vera Nazarian 

 
 
The book for November is Americanah, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichi, "a story of love and race 
centered on a young man and woman from Nigeria who face difficult choices and challenges in the 
countries they come to call home" (Amazon).  The discussion will be held at the home of Susan 
Levy-Creed on November 17.  

 Reading 
Lee Lufkin Kaula 

 

 

Cultural Arts                                                                                              Helen Shafton and Ellen McGowan 

helen.shafton@gmail.com  emcgowan123@sbcglobal.net 
 

From the Cultural Arts people...We invite everyone to suggest a destination, volunteer to plan an event with us, or 
attend an upcoming event.  To contact us, please email us at the addresses above. 
 

Here's the information for our first Cultural Arts event:  
 

Saturday, December 13 meet at 10:30 am at the Elmhurst Art Museum.  This west suburban museum was constructed 
around a relocated, 1950s home built by Mies van der Rohe.  The museum exhibit features the paintings, prints and 
drawings of Richard Koppe, a 20th century artist influenced by abstract expressionism, cubism and surrealism. For more 
information on this exhibit, please go to http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-
koppe.html. Please RSVP to Helen if you are interested in participating in this event. 
 

 
 

History and Cuisine of the Spice Routes                                           Peggy Connolly and Pat Kaczor                      

connolly.peggy@gmail.com    patk3872@gmail.com 

                                                 

The discovery of the New World by Europeans opened up new trade routes and new taste sensations. We will explore 
the cuisine and spices of Brazil when we meet November 13 at the home of Peggy Connolly. Brazil has amazing, exotic, 
and delicious specialties, based on indigenous foods, and influences form Africa, Portugal, France, and other enticing 
cuisines.  Your culinary assignment is to bring a dish to share from Brazil. Everyone is welcome. You didn’t have to 
participate in previous years to join us on this journey of delicious exploration. Please let Peggy know at least a week in 
advance (November 6) if you will be coming, and what delicious treat you’ll be sharing.  
 

Future meeting dates and themes will be Thursday, February 12, Italy and the spice trade; and Thursday, April 16, the 
Spice Routes and Indonesia.  

mailto:margmcgrath@yahoo.com
mailto:bonwheaton@aol.com
mailto:helen.shafton@gmail.com
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/
http://www.artsandarchitecturecollection.com/arts/richard.koppe/index.html
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-koppe.html
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-koppe.html
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-koppe.html
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-koppe.html
http://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/upcoming-exhibitions/344-richard-koppe.html
mailto:connolly.peggy@gmail.com
mailto:patk3872@gmail.com


 

 

 
I am happy to share with you that we have raised $995 for the Eleanor Roosevelt AAUW Foundation. It was a 
blistery cold fall morning and we had 11 participants for the event who braved the weather and enjoyed a cozy 
social time at Shane's Deli.   

 

Thank you to these generous contributors: 

 
 

Maureen Sheehan Ellen McGowan Rosemary Hahn Sandy Lopata 
Margaret McGrath Jean Lindsey Kimberly DeWitt Kathleen McCullough 

Susie Gullickson Susan Langguth Sharon Garney Kathy Van Teylingen 
Ursula & Werner Ulrich Marjorie Robinson Kathleen Swartz Jean Tufano 

Lisa Cherry Phyllis Fogel Laura Desmarais Carolyn Oesterle 
 
 
The AAUW Educational Foundation's Eleanor Roosevelt Fund for Women and Girls supports fellowships for 
public school teachers, an annual Teacher Institute, a Forum on Educational Equity, and groundbreaking 
research that has changed the way scholars, policymakers, and the general public thinks about the experiences 
and needs of girls and women.   
 

Our event concluded in Wheaton where we shared a cup of coffee and banana nut bread. It was a wonderful 
event. If you didn't attend, make time to join us next year!  Thank you all! 
 



 
 

Annual Holiday Dinner 

Wednesday, December 3 

 

Enjoy the Holiday Season 
 With Fellow Branch Members 

 
6:00 pm  Conversation and Cocktails (cash bar) 

6:45  Dinner 
 

Village Links of Glen Ellyn 
485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn 

 

Dinner Entrees (salad and dessert included): 

Bowtie Pasta with Pesto Sauce and Vegetables   $25.25 

Chicken Piccata with Lemon Butter Caper Sauce   $29.25 

Sesame Ginger Salmon   $35.50 

 

This evening is always an AAUW highlight! 

RSPV by Monday, November 17   
Reservation Form later in this Twigs 

 



Network Connections 
 

‘ 

 

 

 
Members Cindy Trennert-Lukens and Karen Bondy with The Meeting Company help 
businesses and groups plan meetings, tours, training and customer events worldwide.  We 
research possible sites, negotiate contracts with venues and suppliers, keeping all parties  
on time and within designated budgets.  We can assist on-site to keep things moving 
smoothly, too. 
 

We've been told that the "devil is in the details"... so we keep things moving so no one gets 
burned!  It's a crazy job juggling tons of details and managing ever-changing requirements 
with room lists, menus, AV and schedules, but we love it.  If you know of any businesses that 
wish to add an element of professionalism to their meetings, please give us a ring. 
 

When discussing our business passion people often comment "meeting planning: how 
FUN!"  That's when we decide if we share about pulling all-nighters for a client, or lugging 
cases of bottled water into dusty farm fields, or explaining US customs to keep them out of 
jail.....  We love our job! 

 

 

Congratulations 

To the 

AAUW Aurora Branch 

On its 

95th Anniversary 
 

The event will be celebrated with a luncheon on  

November 11 at the Eaglebrook Country Club in Geneva 

 

Longtime member Kay Hurt will be honored  

for her service to AAUW and Education Funds 

 

Reservations due by November 6  

Contact Jane Zimmerman for more information about the event  

zimmerman1962@msn.com or (630) 896-4925 

 

 

 

mailto:zimmerman1962@msn.com,
tel:630-896-4925


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Annual Holiday Dinner Reservation 
RSVP by Monday, November 17 

Name ______________________________ 

Choose one: 

Chicken   $29.25 ______    Pasta   $25.25 ______   Salmon   $35.50 _______ 

Please return this form and a check payable to Wheaton Glen Ellyn AAUW to  
 Judy Sims, 426 Sandhurst Circle, Glen Ellyn IL  60137 

Eleanor Roosevelt Fund at Work 
 

Eleanor Roosevelt left a tremendous legacy to women and all humankind. She was a social justice activist championing 
equity, social reform, and human rights. AAUW has acknowledged her contribution to women by embracing her 
legacy and creating a fund in her name. 
 

The Eleanor Roosevelt Fund supports AAUW research to provide analysis, data, and accurate information about issues 
that are important to women and girls- much of it on issues before they were popular.  AAUW research draws national 
attention to issues of gender equity in education and the workplace and influences policymakers as well as educators, 
parents, and students.  Most importantly, it serves as a catalyst for action. Past reports include: 

 
Crossing the Line: Sexual 

Harassment at School  
(2011) 

Nationally representative research on sexual harassment in grades 7–12 
revealed sobering statistics about the prevalence of sexual harassment 
and the negative impact it has on students’ education.  
 

Why So Few? 
 Women in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics 

(2010) 
 

Examines barriers facing women and girls in science, technology, 
engineering, and math.  It was highly acclaimed nationally and 
internationally. 
 

The Simple Truth about the 
Gender Pay Gap  

(2012-2014) 

Annually updated guide provides key facts about the gender pay gap  
in the United States. It has been used effectively to advocate for equal 
pay. 
  

Graduating to a Pay Gap:  
The Earnings of Women and 
Men One Year after College 

Graduation  
(2012) 

Explores the earnings difference between women and men college 
graduates who are working full time one year after graduation.  The 
report examines men’s and women’s wages, controlling for various 
factors known to affect earnings such as occupation, college major, and 
hours worked.   
 

Women in Community Colleges: 
Access to Success  

(2013) 

Explores challenges women face in completing a certificate or degree, 
or in transferring to a four-year institution. The particular concerns and 
needs of student mothers and barriers women face in pursuing STEM 
and nontraditional fields are examined in detail. The report includes 
recommendations that will strengthen community colleges for all 
students. 
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875 Roosevelt Road 
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137 

 

 

 

 

Phone (630)-942-9600                 
www.htsw.net 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What is AAUW? 
Mission:   AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
Membership:   In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, class or 
disability. Membership is not by invitation. 

Legal Advocacy Fund: AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex 
discrimination. 

Vision Statement AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy and 
measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls. 


