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                            A Leaf from the Presidents 
 

 

Winter greetings to all!  As 2015 comes to a close, we look ahead to celebrate AAUW's Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Branch 60th birthday.  
The Branch has a strong, participatory history, contributing to our National and State organizations as well as to our own Wheaton 
and Glen Ellyn communities. We can be proud of having had one of our members, Jackie DeFazio, serve as President of both State 
and National AAUW.  Other members who served on the State Board, include Karen Bondy, Cheryl Temple, Janet Wilson, Jo Ann 
Horowitz, and currently, Lisa Cherry and Andy Danis.  We have contributed talent to good causes. 
 

In 1962, we held our first Book Sale on a sidewalk in downtown Wheaton.  In 1966, we supported the idea of a junior college in the 
county which became the College of DuPage.  For many years, the Branch sent board observers to local elementary, high school and 
college Boards of Trustees to report back on educational issues relevant to AAUW.  Membership was young in the late 70's and early 
80's.  Some members formed an infant/toddler playgroup to provide best play practices and child rearing tips.  They produced a 
booklet entitled Nutritional Snacks that was distributed to local schools.  There were study groups including one on investing and 
another on Women as Agents of Change.  Another important group provided career mentoring at the local junior high school.  We 
still mentor through the Dare to Dream program for Latina girls.  
 

We have hosted many important speakers, among them Chicago Tribune writers including financial columnist Terry Savage, Pulitzer 
finalist Mary Schmich, and Barbara Brotmon.  David and Myra Sadker spoke about their groundbreaking research on gender equity 
issues in schools.  In the 80’s Gwendolyn Brooks was a Branch speaker and during the Carter administration, Jimmy Carter’s 
daughter-in-law, Judy Langford, spoke to the Branch on societal family policy.  (Marilyn Wiedemann, then Program VP, remembers 
chatting about commodity investments with Jimmy Carter's son Jack while Judy spoke. Marilyn commented, "... you never know who 
you might meet if you agree to become Program VP.”) 
 

In 1980, the Branch joined numerous other organizations marching in downtown Chicago on Mother's Day during the big legislative 
push for ERA.  Everyone came dressed in white and, carrying banners, they built their pre-arranged marching constituency from train 
station to station as they rode to Chicago to march.  And there were other marches the Branch supported and still does- even in 
Springfield.  Member Marjorie Robinson faithfully attends Pay Equity Day yearly.  
 

 In 1983, after noticing a deficiency of information on divorce resources, Branch 
member Judy Baxter applied for an AAUW grant.  She marshalled local 

professionals and Branch talent to create Facing Divorce, a Practical Guide 
to Financial, Legal and Emotional Survival written by Branch members, 

family therapists, financial planners, child psychologists and local 
attorneys.  Agencies that could provide help were also described and 

listed.  The guide was distributed to offices and libraries throughout 
DuPage County at a time when there was very little good 
information available on the topic.  Under Judy's direction, the 
guide became an important resource.  Two printings were made 
and an updated second edition followed.  The guide is still 
requested today.  

 

Across our sixty years the Branch has, through individual and group 
effort, vigorously sustained AAUW's mission of advancing equity for 

women and girls through advocacy, education, research and 
philanthropy.  Carry on, ladies!  You're all heart and the best is yet to 

come.   

                                                                Kitty and Laura 

      Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Branch, NFP 

T w i g s 
 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Date Event Time Information 

December 2 Winter Banquet 6:00 pm Village Links of Glen Ellyn,  485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn 

December 4 AM Lit 9:30 am Laura Desmarais’ 

December 11 Film Group 8:00 pm Anne Hanley’s 

December 14 Book Sorting 10:30 am Public Storage, 280 South Main Place, Carol Stream 

January 21 Spice Routes 7:00 pm Peggy Connolly’s 

January 27 Non-Fiction Lit 7:00 pm Kitty Johansson’s 

January 30 Dare to Dream 
8:00 am to 

3:00 pm 
College of DuPage, 425 22nd Street, Glen Ellyn 

January 31 Cultural Arts Event 3:00 pm 
Jessica Fellowes, The World of Downton Abbey at the MAC at 
College of DuPage 

February 6 Cultural Arts Event 2:00 pm Beautiful, The Carol King Musical at the Oriental Theatre, Chicago 

 
 
 

                            No Board Meeting in December  
 

                                     No Program Meeting in January 

 

 

Membership                                                                                                                Lisa Cherry 
lisacherryhome@aol.com   

 

                                                
We are heading into a very busy time of year, so let’s take a few minutes out to get to know five more accomplished 
women who have chosen to join our Branch.  
 

Ruth Williams brings the best of the Wyoming west from her upbringing to our Branch.  She grew up within range of the 
Wind River Indian Reservation and has an abiding interest in Native American culture.  She is a graduate of Wheaton 
College and studied medicine at Rush.  She answered the call of the West again by completing her internship in San 
Francisco before coming back to a new job at Wheaton Eye Clinic, where she specializes in glaucoma and a new spouse 
who is also an eye doctor specializing in glaucoma.  Her career took on extra significance when she served as President of 
the American Academy of Ophthalmology in 2012.  Ruth and her husband have 20-year-old twins, a girl here at Wheaton 
College and a boy at University of Colorado Boulder and a 17-year-old son in high school. The whole family enjoys skiing 
and hiking.  The boys especially enjoy climbing and canoeing.  Ruth’s daughter is a serious student of western American 
geology and paleontology.  Welcome, Ruth!  
 

Ida Hagman is an all-around liberal arts and humanities graduate in English from University of Illinois at Urbana–
Champaign with an MA in English from University of Illinois at Chicago.  She is an experienced teacher at many 
educational levels, having taught junior high in Wilmette for seven years, then at Oakton Community College.  After 
moving to Glen Ellyn, she taught at College of DuPage.  She has retired from teaching except as a substitute and does do 
some tutoring.  Ida is a member of Friends of American Writers Midwest, which selects the recipients of awards for new 
Midwestern writers of adult and children’s books.  Ida plays the piano, sings in a choir and makes greeting cards for fun.  
We are glad to have her as a participant in the Spice Routes interest group.  Ida has a son, aged 30, who works for 
Amazon in Seattle and a daughter, aged 33, who lives in Chicago.  We welcome her to our Branch!  
 

Originally from Wisconsin, Frankie Robinson attended the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee and that is where she 
earned her BS in Elementary Education and also met her husband, Wayne.  A job opportunity for Wayne in Oak Brook 
brought them to the western suburbs in 1972.  Frankie began her 40-year teaching career and raised her son and 
daughter in Downers Grove and Woodridge.  They now live in Naperville.  She has six grandchildren aged 8 - 24 years.  

mailto:lisacherryhome@aol.com


While working, Frankie earned her MA in Education from National Louis University.  Now retired, the majority of her 
teaching time was spent in the Valley View School District (Bolingbrook and Romeoville), teaching 2nd, 4th and primarily, 
6th grade.  Frankie’s pure love of the classroom kept her from being lured into administration and she has taught 
multiple members of families over her long career in the same school district.  Music brings joy to the Robinson home 
and Frankie loves attending concerts, traveling and reading.  We are so glad she has joined us!  
 

A previous member of AAUW in Plano, Texas, Patricia Spence and her husband moved to Glen Ellyn this past August.  
She grew up in New York and earned her BA in Communication from Queens College, City University of New York.  She 
was drawn to the Midwest to earn her MA in Rhetoric and Public Address at University of Wisconsin- Madison and met 
her husband there.  They moved to her husband’s home state of Texas and Patricia taught Introduction to Speech 
Communication full time for the Dallas County Community College District.  Ruth and her husband raised their two girls 
in Texas, but now they are all here, including 3 grandchildren, aged 18 months, three and five.  An avid reader, we can 
expect to see Patricia at our book groups, especially Non-Fiction.  Although she is involved in home remodeling projects, 
she has already joined us, the League of Women Voters, plans to walk all the beautiful trails at Morton Arboretum by the 
end of the year, plan trips to visit our national parks and enjoy architecture here and in New York.  Sounds like a great fit 
for our membership!  
 

Barbara Lukas was born in Germany, spent time living in Belgium and, before she was 9 years, old immigrated to Chicago 
with her parents and sister.  Barb originally thought she would teach high school French and while earning her BA in 
Secondary Education at DePaul University she spent a year in Paris studying at Université Paris- Sorbonne.    She did 
spend her career in education, but began as an LD and reading specialist teaching in Chicago and received her MA in 
Literacy from Loyola University.  Barb and her husband moved to Elmhurst and then to Glen Ellyn in 1999.  Her next 
career move was teaching professional development at the graduate level to literacy teachers and administrators.  She 
worked both as a consultant and for National Louis University.  Barb’s PhD in Education Leadership is from Loyola 
University and she has published research from the unique model of professional development that she taught.  Now 
retired, Barb loves to travel and has rekindled her in interest in French language and culture by joining Alliance Française 
de Chicago.  We’re glad you joined us, Barb.  Merci! 

 

 

Treasury                                                                                                                Carolyn Oesterle 

coesterle@wheatoneye.com 
  

 

                                                
Our finances are in good shape with 141 dues-paying members.  We have cash on hand of $19,636.97 and will be 
contributing from this $705.00 to the Legal Advocacy Fund and $4,100.00 to the Lois List fund.  Congratulations to all 
members.  
 

 

 

Book Sale                                                                                                                     Rose Fitzpatrick                                                                                                                            

r_fitzp@earthlink.net                                                                                                                               

 
 

Carolyn Oesterle has a great suggestion for next year’s Book Sale to increase attendance.  She suggests that we have a 
special children’s event on Thursday from 4:00 pm until 6:00 pm, when attendance is usually light.  We could have each 
child receive one free book and have a few games and a clown (hopefully, donating time).  To do this, we would need 
more children’s books and a way to advertise through schools or PTAs.  If interested in helping, please contact Carolyn at 
(630) 649-4245 or coesterle@wheatoneye.com. 
 

This month’s sorting is Monday, December 14 at 10:30 am.  As a reminder: pick-up volunteers please be sure to alert 
Jean T. [ (630) 337-7280 or vsq531@aol.com ] or Stef [ (630) 790-1843 or szvirin@gmail.com ] if there is a large number 
of books you’ve dropped off in case an additional sorting needs to be scheduled. 

 

 

Memoir Circle                                                                                                                           Patricia Bernhold 

                                                                                                      pbernhold@hotmail.com 

                                                
The Memoir Circle will not meet in December. 

http://www.english.paris-sorbonne.fr/?lang=en
mailto:r[underscore]fitzp@earthlink.net
mailto:coesterle@wheatoneye.com
tel:630-337-7280
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tel:630-790-1843
mailto:szvirin@gmail.com
mailto:pbernhold@hotmail.com


 

 

Film Group                                                                                                                 Anne Hanley 

ahanley@niu.edu 

Film Group will meet at my home on Friday, December 11 at 8:00 pm to discuss our next film.    Oscar season will be in 
full swing, so we are certain to have a great movie to discuss!  Film selection will be sent out to Film Group members the 
weekend before our meeting.  If you would like to be on the distribution list, please contact me at the address above. 

 

 

AM Lit                                                                                                                         Kathy McCullough 

kathymccull@gmail.com 
 

 

On Friday, December 4 at 9:30 am at the home of Laura Desmarais, we meet to discuss The Boys in the Boat by Daniel 
James Brown. Our discussion leader is Jane Palmer and our co-hostesses are Jan Ciccarelli and Suzanne Elger. 
 

From Amazon: “For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating 
the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times- the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class 
boys from the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.”  Starting off 
2016, Peggy Connolly will lead our discussion of The Lieutenant by Kate Grenville at her home on January 8.  Jean Lindsey 
and Ruth Schumacher will serve as our co-hostesses.  Please note we do not meet on the first Friday of the month due to 
the holiday. 
 

The Glen Ellyn Library obtains a small supply of the selected books a month before the discussion.  Those who hold a 
card from another local library are also eligible to check out the books.   
 

If you wish to be added to the email distribution list for updates, please contact me. 

 

 

 

Non-Fiction Lit Group                                                                             Sue Balk and Pam Starr 
suzannebalk@yahoo.com  pstarr1965@gmail.com  

 

Join the Non-Fiction readers on January 27 for a discussion of Isabella, The Warrior Queen by Kirstin Downy.  The book is 
an engrossing biography of Isabella of Castile, the controversial Queen of Spain who sponsored Christopher Columbus’s 
journey to the New World, established the Spanish Inquisition, and became one of the most influential female rulers in 
history.  Isabella’s story is told against a background where critical alliances are built between church and state and 
important people suddenly fall over dead after a sumptuous meal, poisoned by hidden rivals. 
 

The discussion will be held at the warm and welcoming home of Kitty Johansson.  The book has been reserved at the 
Glen Ellyn Public Library. 

 

 

Cultural Arts                                                                                 Kathleen McCullough and Ellen McGowan 

kathymccull@gmail.com    emcgowan123@sbcglobal.net  
 

Jessica Fellowes, The World of Downton Abbey at the MAC, College of DuPage, is our first Cultural Arts event for 2016 at 
3:00 pm, Sunday, January 31.  British journalist, bestselling author and niece of Downton Abbey creator Julian Fellowes, 
Jessica Fellowes will take you behind the scenes and discuss all things “Abbey.”  English treats will be served in the lobby 
after the show.  We have obtained a block of seats for this event and, at this writing, there are a few tickets remaining at 
the price of $31.50.  In addition, there is a pre-show discussion at 2:00 pm. 
 

We have sold out our block of seats for Beautiful, The Carol King Musical at the Oriental Theatre in Chicago for February 
6, 2016.  
 

If you wish to be on the Cultural Arts email distribution list for updated information, please contact Kathy.  Any ideas for 
future events are welcome! 

mailto:ahanley@mindspring.com
mailto:suzannebalk@yahoo.com
mailto:pstarr1965@gmail.com
mailto:kathymccull@gmail.com


.   

 

PM Lit                                                                                                                                              Bonnie Wheaton 

bonwheaton@aol.com 

  
 

There will be no meeting in December.  That gives us plenty of time to read the book for 
January, The Wright Brothers by David McCullough.  The New York Times called it "A story of 

timeless importance, told with uncommon empathy and fluency… A story, well told, about what 
might be the most astonishing feat mankind has ever accomplished." 

 

(Untitled) 
Di Li Feng 

 

 

Legal Advocacy Fund                                                                                                                           Gail Davis                                                                                                      

kengaildavis@comcast.net                                            

As mentioned in a previous issue, the Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) provides financial and organizational support for sex 
discrimination cases in the workplace and academia that have the potential to provide significant protection for all 
women.  I would like to describe an interesting case that is currently being supported by AAUW, Rizo v. Fresno County 
Office of Education. 
 

In 2009, Aileen Rizo was hired as a math consultant by the FCOE.  After a male colleague was hired in 2012, he 
mentioned that his pay grade was step nine (of ten).  Rizo was shocked because she had started at pay grade one.  The 
FCOE’s sole policy was to base an employee’s salary on salary history.  This case highlights a significant underlying factor 
that contributes to the wage gap: employers’ practice of relying on an employee’s prior salary history to set new salary 
levels.  
 

This is an example of how the $5.00 per member LAF contribution from annual dues is used to support women in the 
workplace. 
 

 
 

 

 
We are getting ready for our eighth annual Dare to 
Dream conference where we invite eighth grade 
Latina girls and moms for a day of encouragement 
and support for their efforts to graduate from high 
school and pursue college and careers.  We need 
many volunteers both the day of the event and the 
week prior to the event. 
 

The conference will be held at College of DuPage 
on Saturday, January 30, 2016, from 8:00 am until 
3:00 pm. 
 

Contact Suzanne Elger at selger@mac.com if you 
are interested in volunteering for this rewarding 
event.  You can make a time commitment that 
suits your schedule for the week prior to January 
30 or the day of the conference. 
 
 

 

mailto:bonwheaton@aol.com
mailto:selger@mac.com


Meet Blair Brettschneider: 
AAUW Grant Recipient  

and Winter Banquet Speaker 
 

From AmeriCorps VISTA to CNN Hero to  
Founder and Executive Director of GirlForward, a Chicago Non-Profit 

 
Blair Brettschneider didn’t experience war or genocide 
as a young girl in suburban Michigan.  She has never 
received a death threat, and she has never seen a 
family member murdered nor run from terrorists.  But 
the teenage girls she helps every week here in Chicago 
have.  Girls from Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Myanmar, Congo, and more.  Refugees who speak little 
English and must suddenly navigate the city streets, 
schools, buses, stores, and money of their new home. 
 

Blair moved to Chicago to serve as an AmeriCorps 
VISTA member, completing fundraising development 
projects at RefugeeOne, a refugee resettlement agency 
in Chicago.  Seeing a need for direct one-on-one help, 
she and another VISTA member created an after-school 
mentoring/tutoring group for teenage girls. 

 

Inspired by the girls she met, she realized the need was huge and more varied than just school work, so she launched a 
support group with $2,000 from her grandparents, successfully applied for a grant from AAUW, and now, at age 25, 
heads up the non-profit organization GirlFoward which provides adolescent refugee girls with individual mentorship, 
educational programs, and leadership opportunities “creating a community of support that serves as a resource and 
empowers girls to be strong, confident, and independent.”  Typically, there are about 50 girls in the program. 
 

Along the way, Blair was chosen by the State Department to represent the U.S. at UNESCO’s Youth Forum in Paris, 
received one of five awards from the Chicago Foundation for Women’s Impact, and was chosen a 2013 CNN Hero.  We 
are so lucky to have her use her prodigious talents and energy to help the young women of our greater Chicago 
community.  And what a great organization for us to learn about as we enter our seasons of remembrance and charity.  
 

For a link to more about Blair and GirlForward, click here:  http://www.nationalservice.gov/blogs/2013-11-
27/americorps-vista-cnn-hero-0   or go to the GirlForward website:  http://www.girlforward.org/ 
 
  

 

 

Your Board at Work 
 

Members at the November Board 

meeting gamely carried on with Branch 

business despite a power outage 

caused by bad weather. 
 

Thanks to hostess Susie Gullickson who 

had candles out in no time. 

 

http://www.nationalservice.gov/blogs/2013-11-27/americorps-vista-cnn-hero-0
http://www.nationalservice.gov/blogs/2013-11-27/americorps-vista-cnn-hero-0
http://www.girlforward.org/


 
 

Annual  

Winter Banquet 
 

Wednesday, December 2 

 

Featuring  

Blair Brettschneider  

AAUW Grant Recipient  

Founder and Executive Director  

of GirlForward 

 
6:00 pm  Conversation and Cocktails  

(cash bar)  
 

6:45 pm Dinner  
 

 
Village Links of Glen Ellyn 

485 Winchell Way 

 

 
 

Reservation and payment  

were due November 20 
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What is AAUW? 
Mission:   AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
Membership:   In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, class or 
disability. Membership is not by invitation. 

Legal Advocacy Fund: AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex 
discrimination. 

Vision Statement AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy and 
measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls. 


