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Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Branch, NFP 
wheatonglenellyn-il.aauw.net 

 

Tw i g s 

Summer 2025 
 

 

 

A Leaf from the Co-Presidents 
 

With gratitude in our hearts and a tear in our eye, Nancy and I are greeting you for the last time as your Co-Presidents. 

You have all made it such a lovely two years for us to serve with you. 

 

Eight members of our local Branch were able to attend the llinois State 

Convention held in Springfield and meet the CEO of AAUW, Gloria Blackwell.  

 

The convention was informative and energizing! Hearing Gloria speak about the 

initiatives from National and the emphasis on education was especially relevant 

during these times of change. 

 

 

Sunday May 4, our Branch participated in the Lombard Lilac Days Craft Fair. We could not have done this without the 

impeccable leadership of Janet Miller. Her organization and directions made it an enormous success.  We sold books for 

a total of over $300 and gave out flyers or bookmarks regarding our book sale coming up this summer. We encountered 

a lot of interest in our upcoming Book Sale this June.  

 

The Used Book Sale is coming along very nicely. We have a wonderful venue at Park View Elementary School, 250 Park 

Boulevard, Glen Ellyn. So far, we have over 4,000 books with many more coming in. Please also remember that we are 

accepting, for the first time, board games and puzzles this year. So, you can now add them to the list of donations we will 

sell.  

 

BAGS:  Please double bag your books in grocery bags separated (if possible) into Fiction, Non-Fiction and Children’s. Please 

store at home until we move in at Park View Elementary School, Glen Ellyn (next door to the Village Links Golf Course and 

Reserve 22 Restaurant). 

 

YARD SIGNS:  Please pick up your yard sign from the front porch of either Marilyn Wiedemann (373 Oak Street, Glen 

Ellyn), or Jean Lindsey (1644 Orth Drive, Wheaton). These are vital advertisements.  

 

Remember that this is an all-hands-on deck endeavor every year.  

Please log into Sign Up Genius to let us know when you can help with the Book Sale.  

 

Sorting on June 9 to 13 and 16 to 18 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  

Book Sale on June 19 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, June 20   from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, and June 21 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm,  

with Clean Up from 2:00 pm-4:00 pm.  

 

Thank you for your support for our annual Used Book Sale that has been ongoing for over 60 years. 
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Thank you from our Co-Presidents 

 

We want to let you all know what a pleasure it has been to serve as your Co-Presidents for the past two years, 

along with a wonderful roster of officers:    Marie Corcoran and Susan Hagerty as Membership Vice Presidents 

(who will be remaining). Jean Lindsey and Patty Mugavero as Program Vice Presidents (outgoing). Treasurer - 

Heidi Fraser (remaining). And Janet Miller as Secretary (outgoing).  

 

We hope we have done well with our membership, having increased our roster, having made changes to the 

Board meetings preceding the Branch meetings so that relevant Board information can be imparted to the 

Branch immediately. We hope we have acted upon any questions or concerns you had in a timely manner. Our 

goal was to make the AAUW Wheaton Glen Ellyn Branch the best it could be!  

 

 Our Branch will be welcoming Patricia Spence and Maureen Sheehan as our Co-Presidents as of July 1.  

New Officers will be Sarah Allen and Karen Schulz as Co- Vice Presidents for Programs and our Secretary will 

be Valli Schiller.  

 

Moving forward, 

Nancy Possinger and Karen Schulz 
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Upcoming Events 

SUMMER (June, July & August) 2025 

DATE EVENT TIME INFORMATION 

June 5 Last Day to Purchase Buffalo Theater Tickets at 25% off 

June 6 AM Lit Potluck 9:30 am 
Maureen Dabovich’s Home 

540 Riva Court 
Wheaton 

June 13 Film Group 7:00 pm 
Anne Hanley’s Home 

679 Forest Avenue 
Glen Ellyn 

June 16 PM Lit Potluck 6:00 pm 
Bonnie Wheaton’s Home 

1203 Harrison Street 
Wheaton 

June 9 - June 13  

June 16 - June 18 
Book Sorting 

9:00 am 
to 

5:00 pm 

Park View Elementary School 
250 S. Park Boulevard 

Glen Ellyn 

June 19 Book Sale       
8:00 am to 

8:00 pm 
Park View Elementary School 

June 20 Book Sale       
8:00 am to 

5:00 pm  
Park View Elementary School 

June 21 Book Sale & Clean Up       
8:00 am to 

4:00 pm 
Park View Elementary School 

June 25 AM Non-Fiction Potluck   10:00 am 
Susan Herrmann’s Home 
403 Wyndemere Circle 

Wheaton 

July 11 AM Lit   9:30 am   
Wheaton Public Library 
225 North Cross Street 

Wheaton 

July 11 Film Group 7:00 pm 
The Patio between 

Wheaton Public Library 
and Adams Park 

July 23 PM Non-Fiction 7:00 pm 
Marie Corcoran’s Home 

31 Hawkins Circle 
Wheaton 

July 29 Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
Patricia Spence’s Home 

192 East Road 
Glen Ellyn 

August 1 AM Lit 9:30 am   
Wheaton Public Library 
225 North Cross Street 

Wheaton 

August 8 Film Group 7:00 pm Location To Be Determined 

August 27 AM Non-Fiction   10:00 am 
Laura Desmarais’ Home 

1323 Shagbark Lane 
Wheaton 
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Public Policy                                                            Laurie Driscoll 

                        laurdris@att.net       

 
 
AAUW has announced the 2025 Strategic Plan – a bold vision for advancing equity for women and girls which includes 
three powerful priorities:  
 

• Champion gender equity through education and funding, directly empowering women – especially in 
underrepresented communities and STEM fields – through higher education, research and advocacy. 

• Remove barriers to success in higher education by taking action to ensure every woman can thrive in higher 

education without bias or barriers.  Areas of concern include defending Title IX, expanding financial aid 

opportunities and providing campus support. 

• Strengthening AAUW from the ground up, investing in local, state and national efforts. 

 

More information about the Strategic Plan is available at the Association website, aauw.org. All these priorities are under 

attack in our country.  During the summer, I urge you to regularly check aauw.org and AAUW social media as well as the 

websites and social media of like-minded progressive organizations for updates and calls-for-action. 

 

On a somewhat lighter note, a new movie, “Lilly”, is out in very limited release. I was able to see a pre-release screening 

of the movie on the AARP streaming app.  As of May 2025, the only Chicago area theater showing the movie is the 

Landmark on Clark St. in Chicago.  Hopefully, it will be shown at more theaters in the next few weeks or become available 

via streaming services.  The movie is the story of Lilly Ledbetter.   

 

Having grown up in poverty, Lilly Ledbetter endured a work environment plagued by  pervasive harassment for the sake 

of the best paycheck in the county where she lived.  When she was close to retirement, Lilly discovered that the system 

has been cheating her, paying her close to half of what the men with the same jobs were earning. Outraged, Lilly fought 

this injustice in lawsuits that went all the way to the Supreme Court, the corridors of Congress and eventually the White 

House, all while powerful forces tried to shut her down.  The movie stars Patricia Clarkson as Lilly. 

 

The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provided some of the funding for Ms. Ledbetter’s lawsuits.  I was fortunate to meet her 

several years ago at an AAUW Convention.  Due to the statute of limitation for filing a lawsuit challenging fair pay, she 

never received any back pay or damages.  The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 was the first law signed by President 

Barack Obama.  Lilly Ledbetter died in October 2024 at the age of 86. 

 

But the Fair Pay Act has not corrected all the inequities in pay for women.  According to the AAUW website, pay inequity 

continues to be a major detriment to women.  Women who work full time take home about 83 cents for every dollar a 

full-time male worker is paid. In 1973 women earned 79 cents for every dollar man earned.    

 

Unless things change, the pay gap will not close until 2106 (that’s not a typo – it will take 81 more years), which is why 

AAUW is working to empower women nation-wide with salary negotiation skills and working to change polices and 

employer culture. 

 

  

mailto:laurdris@att.net
https://www.movieinsider.com/m24017/lilly
https://www.aauw.org/resources/research/simple-truth/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-wage-gap/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-wage-gap/
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AAUW Online                                     Jane Palmer  

    janefpalmer@icloud.com 

 
May was a busy month for the AAUW Online team. Our Facebook posts highlighting the Book Sale and other Branch 

activities reached over 6,800 users just in the first two weeks!  This publicity resulted in several big donations and 

increased drop offs at our drop off locations. Now we turn to promoting the June drop off details and the Book Sale details. 

How can you help? 

 

• The Branch’s two Facebook pages (i.e., the Branch page and the Used Book Sale page) will continue to be very 
active in June. We plan to frequently remind all that they can still drop off books at Park View School while we 
are setting up for the sale. We will also post eye-catching pictures with details of the Book Sale’s location and 
offerings. Keep the buzz going with a reply, such as, “I’ll be there” or “Can’t wait” or “Time to buy my beach 
books”.  

• If you are a member of a Facebook Group, such as, What’s Happening in Glen Ellyn” (or “…Wheaton”, or 
“…Lombard”, share our posts to increase our reach. Add a comment, such as, “I look forward to this event each 
year.” Posts mean more if they are personally recommended, not just an ad. 

• Flyers are available on the Branch website. Download a flyer and attach to an email that goes out to your book-
loving friends, neighbors and local relatives. Ask them to share with others who may be interested. 

• Are you a member of non-AAUW book group? Be sure to let them know about the Book Sale details and this 
year’s new items, the puzzles and board games. 

 

Let’s try to increase our likes and shares this year. We have a lot of books to sell! Our goal is to get more people into the 

building. Once inside, the books will sell themselves. Have you ever seen a Book Sale customer buy only one book? 

 

Contact me at jfpalmer@comcast.net if you have suggestions or questions about posting on the Book Sale Facebook page. 

Contact Patricia at pspence101@aol.com with pictures of members enjoying other Branch activities. Tracy Kline at 

trakli@msn.com continues to update the website with photos of Branch activities. Keep them coming!  

 

Aging, Information and Resources (AIR)                     Ewa Bacon                                                                                                                                                
baconew@lewisu.edu 

 

I sincerely hope that you never have to experience a mental and emotional meltdown as your email/iPhone/printer or 

laptop/iPad/desktop decides to malfunction.  Everything was working normally, until it wasn’t.  So, experienced user, 

you do usual: reboot, re-install, look it up on Google, and—finally: you ask your actual tech-support person.  

  

My personal go-to, fabulous tech-support is my son.  However, he lives in Seattle.  Perhaps you can call a local well-loved 

person, but, overall, you know that your problem is hands-on.  What next?  Having had to search for local professional 

technical help, I would like to suggest two sites I have found helpful, quick, and reasonable.  

 

UBreakiFix (630-765-7721) has a local branch at 18 Danada Square West (Naperville Road) in Wheaton. They provide 

computer, cell phone, tablet support and repairs.  I have walked in carrying my laptop and was able to talk through my 

problems and got them fixed. (How is it that it’s no longer possible to get a nice, printed instruction manual?) 

 

My personal “Seattle expert” suggested that I go to Best Buy and consult their GEEK SQUAD. This unit of Best Buy is 

available at their stores in Bloomingdale (630-582-1070), or Downers Grove, (630-620-9040).  Geek Squads have a fine 

reputation among geeks—such as my Seattle son.  Wishing you a good summer with no technical glitches!  

mailto:jfpalmer@comcast.net
mailto:pspence101@aol.com
mailto:trakli@msn.com
mailto:baconew@lewisu.edu
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STEM                          Fran Kravitz 
Fk1456@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

STEM Volunteers Needed 

 

The STEM committee is looking for members who are interested in carrying out STEM activities for the AAUW Wheaton 

Glen Ellyn Branch. No science experience needed just a willingness to have fun making science accessible for young girls 

and other children in the community. Members who have participated will tell you that it is fun and rewarding when you 

see the face of a child light up with excitement as they understand the topic and succeed in the experiment 

 

Our Branch has two main STEM projects. The first began in 2020 during Covid with the development of “Little Science 

Houses”. Science Girls on the GoTM was a novel approach to continuing to encourage and inspire STEM projects with girls 

while maintaining social distancing and lowering the risk of spreading the Covid virus. Free science enrichment kits for K-

12 girls are placed into little science houses (like little free libraries).  Currently the Branch has three science houses, two 

in Wheaton (1445 Brentwood Lane and 1516 Paula Avenue) and one in Glen Ellyn (373 Oak Street). Each science house 

contains about 20 kits and is refilled as needed. Once a month, a new science kit is added. Each kit comes with instructions 

and an introduction to the science behind the activity, along with further experiments using the science principles of the 

kit. 

 

Our second program is a STEM workshop once a month with the Glen Ellyn Public Library. We present a different 

experiment each month, along with explaining the scientific concept behind the experiment. All workshops are on 

Mondays from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Our upcoming dates and topics are: 

 

Monday, September 8, 2025            Floating Maglev Train 

Description: In this workshop, students will make a train without wheels using only magnets. Students will learn about 

magnetic fields, forces and poles and how to overcome gravity. 

 

Monday, October 13, 2025             Make a Battery Instead of Lemonade 

Description: In this workshop, students will learn how to convert chemical energy from lemons into electrical energy. Do 

other fruits and vegetables work to create chemical batteries? We will learn why this works.   

 

Monday, November 10, 2025            Tensegrity Structures 

Description: Students will build a structure which defies gravity. In this workshop, students will learn about tensegrity or 

tension integrity, a principle of physics coined by Buckminster Fuller. 

 

Individuals interested in joining the STEM committee and help at a STEM workshop at the Glen Ellyn Public Library or 

assemble kits for Science Girls on the GoTM should contact Fran Kravitz at fk1456@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

  

mailto:Fk1456@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fk1456@sbcglobal.net
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Treasurer                                                            Heidi Fraser                                                                                                                                                          

heidi.fraser@honeywell.com 

 

Membership Renewal for Fiscal Year 2026 

Just a reminder that most members will need to pay their dues to renew their membership for the 2026 AAUW fiscal year 

sometime this summer. Memberships are paid on a rolling schedule, so we don’t all have the same due date. However, 

most of our members have a renewal date in May or June. National AAUW will send each Branch member an email with 

a link to renew your membership for Fiscal Year 2026 approximately one month before your due date (with monthly 

reminders if they aren’t paid). The email is sent during the week of the 20th of the month from infosf@aauw.org with the 

subject line “AAUW: It’s Time to Renew Your Membership!”. You can renew your membership through the website by 

using the link found in the email and paying with a credit or debit card.  

Renewing online is an easy and convenient process, however if you prefer to renew by check you may do so by mailing a 

check made out to AAUW Wheaton-Glen Ellyn NFP for $103 (National $74 + AAUW IL $10 + Branch $19) to my home 

address: Heidi Fraser, 21W131 Flamingo Ln, Lombard, IL 60148.  Please give me a call at 312-401-2541 if you have any 

questions or would like help with renewing your membership 

Last Call for Fiscal Year 2025 Reimbursement Requests 

Our Branch has had a successful year, and we are looking forward to Fiscal Year 2026 so it’s time to submit any remaining 

requests for reimbursement that have been incurred in Fiscal Year 2025. Fiscal Year 2025 ends on June 30, so please 

submit any remaining requests no later than June 20. The only exception to this will be Book Sale expenses. ALL BOOK 

SALE EXPENSES need to be RECEIVED by me no later than Thursday, June 26. I will be at the Book Sale most of the hours 

it is open so you may bring your receipts to the sale, complete a Reimbursement Request Form and sign it at that time. 

Please let me know if you have any questions (312-401-2541). 

 

 

Lombard Craft Fair Report 

by Janet Miller 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who worked at the craft fair on May 4 and those who donated books to sell during the 

mini book sale.  There were many positive highlights to share about our Branch participation.  It was a success because of 

you.  

Here are some of those highlights: 

• $300 dollars was raised through sales from the mini-Book Sale.  This covered the $175 fee for the booth space.  

There is also $125 left that will be added to the Book Sale in June. 

• All the flyers and bookmarks were given out to those interested in attending the sale in June. Many were familiar 

with the Book Sales done in the past. 

• Lombard residents and others took all the donation flyers. Lombard residents are especially pleased Sunset Knoll 

is a drop-off site for donations.  

• Two women who received scholarship money from AAUW stopped by the booth.  It was encouraging to see who 

has benefited from our fundraising in the past.  

• At least 10 prospective members took AAUW membership information.  This included a woman who is a life 

member looking for a branch to join. 

• There were over 6000 new Facebook users who looked at the posted craft fair photos and information about the June 

Book sale. 

• It did not start to rain until everything was packed up to leave the craft fair site! 

mailto:heidi.fraser@honeywell.com
mailto:infosf@aauw.org
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Opportunities Fund      Susan Levy-Creed & Karla Megow 
                                                                       susanlevycreed@gmail.com    karla_megow@yahoo.com 

 

We have our high school scholarship winners, selected by the local high schools.  Their pictures and details will be 

presented at our Spring Banquet, but here are the summarized details for all to enjoy. 

 

Glenbard South  

 

Ashleyn Andres is planning to major in Psychology at College of DuPage and then to continue to a four- 

year program.  She hopes to achieve her deep desire to help struggling young students achieve their goals.  

She is from a family of Mexican immigrants and will be the first in her family to attend college.  She has 

been a multi-sport athlete in high school while also working at Panera, learning to manage her time, stay 

motivated and do well in school. 

 

 

Wheaton-Warrenville South  

 

Isabella Zagal-Sandoval is planning to go to the College of DuPage taking courses in baking and possibly 

business.  She has these two areas of interest, loving baking bread and pastries and being most interested 

in owning and managing a business.  She is in the ProStart competition at the Technology Center of 

DuPage, earning a first in the State Competition.  Her family owns a drycleaning business and her long-

term goal is to own her own bakery.  
 

 

 

 

Glenbard West  

 

Samantha Alexis Alfaro plans to begin her studies in engineering at the College of DuPage.  She plans to 

continue at a four-year university but is unsure of where that will be.  She has been an athlete in high 

school and is part of both Key Club and Best Buddies, helping her community while in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheaton North  

 

 Nicole Mediedo Chaustre has moved to the US from Colombia in 2022 due to problems and risks her 

family was facing.  She participated in cheerleading and ballet for eight years in Colombia and made the 

Wheaton North Cheerleading Team for two years.  She was formerly in a private school and earned an 

academic scholarship.  After many difficulties in her early life, she is hoping to continue to study hard and 

give her parents peace and tranquility.  Her goal is to study marketing and business and stay in the US, 

pursue her studies, excel and buy her parents a home in Colombia. 

 

mailto:susanlevycreed@gmail.com
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Membership              Marie Corcoran & Susan Hagerty 

                                                                         susanhagerty18@gmail.com   mecorcoran31@gmail.com 

 

 

Our membership is holding at 125 in total. 

 

Welcome New Member 

 

Liz Quigg grew up in Princeton, NJ where her father was an English professor.  She stayed on the east coast 

and earned a physics degree from Wellesley College.  Her years at Wellesley were very important to her 

and she is a strong supporter of women’s colleges.  In fact, she zooms every two weeks with six of her 

tower-mates.  

 

After graduating, Liz became a computer programmer and wrote software to help scientists harvest data. She worked on 

experiments to study moon rocks and participated in Fermilab’s search for the smallest particles in the universe. She 

worked at Lawrence-Livermore Lab and Lawrence Berkeley Lab in California, moved to Stony Brook, New York where she 

worked in the Earth and Sciences Department and finally moved to Wheaton in 1974.  She and her husband, Chris, a 

theoretical physicist, worked at Fermilab until 2017 with a sabbatical year in Paris and three years back in California where 

she received an MA in Interdisciplinary Computer Science from Mills College and worked as a consultant for Apple 

Computer in Cupertino.  

 

While her kids attended Hawthorne Elementary School, Liz volunteered as a tutor, led the effort to create a computer lab, 

and ultimately decided to go back to graduate school in educational technology. She spent the last two decades of her 

career at the Fermilab Education Office, creating interactive experiences to show students the marvel of topics ranging 

from physics to prairie ecosystems. Fermilab had the second website in the USA, so she moved into web development. 

 

Liz appreciates the opportunities for volunteering in Wheaton. After the city voted to allow alcohol sales, she served on 

the first Liquor Commission. Today, she tutors for the Peoples Resource Center and serves on the board of the League of 

Women Voters which she joined in 1979.  She loves to walk and enjoys the cultural activities that Chicago offers. Her 

husband’s career has allowed her to spend extended time in Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands and France. 

 

She has a daughter with twin daughters in Swarthmore, PA and a son in Seattle, WA with three sons ranging from 10 to 

24 years old.  

Welcome Liz! 

 

Membership Contact List Updates 

 

Thank you to those who have let us know about changes to your contact information.  Keeping our data accurate is so 

important. 

 

If you have moved or changed either your phone or email - please send this new information to  

Sue Hagerty - susanhagerty18@gmail.com or Marie Corcoran - mecorcoran31@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:susanhagerty18@gmail.com
mailto:mecorcoran31@gmail.com
mailto:susanhagerty18@gmail.com
mailto:mecorcoran31@gmail.com
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Cultural Arts         Laura Desmarais & Patricia Spence 

                                                                        lkdesmarais@gmail.com   pspence101@aol.com 

 

 

Buffalo Theatre Ensemble has announced its 2025-2026 season, and it will be delightful! 

 

Purchase your subscription before June 4 to save 25%! 

 

The final play of the Pride and Prejudice trilogy, “Georgiana and Kitty”, focuses on the relationship between Georgiana 

Darcy and Kitty Bennet, fast friends who together take on the challenges of outmoded expectations, secret admirers, and 

meddlesome family.  

 

The award-winning, internationally acclaimed “Unnecessary Farce” promises an evening of raucous laughter. Two 

undercover cops lurk with a video camera in the room next door in the cheap hotel where the unsuspecting embezzling 

mayor and his accountant are trysting. Where’s the money? Who is the hitman after? Why does the accountant keep 

taking off her clothes?  

 

In the Broadway hit, “Birthday Candles”, we meet Ernestine for the first time on her 17th birthday. We drop in on her 

again several times on subsequent birthdays, and as the ritual cake comes together, we peek into her life, and its moments 

of heartbreak and joy. This dark comedy shows how extraordinary ordinary life can be.  

 

Join us before the plays at 5:30 pm at Peggy Connolly’s home for hors d'oeuvres, wine, and good conversation on 

November 20 (“Georgiana and Kitty”), February 12 (“Unnecessary Farce”), and May 21 (“Birthday Candles”). 

 

 

 

 
 

Film Group                                                     Anne Hanley 
                           ahanley@mindspring.com 

 
Summer is upon us!  How wonderful.  We will meet on the second Friday of the month in June, July, and August.  I know 

that the June gathering will be at my home and the July gathering will be on the patio between Wheaton Public Library 

and Adams Park.   

 

The August meeting will need a host, as the Wheaton location is unavailable (Movies Under the Stars) and I will be out of 

town.  Consider hosting!  The selection will go out the weekend before each meeting.   

 

Looking ahead to summer, we will meet on June 13, July 11, and August 8.  If you are interested in hosting on one of those 

dates, let me know! 

 

 

mailto:%20lkdesmarais@gmail.com
http://pspence101@aol.com/
mailto:ahanley@mindspring.com
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Our Branch Book Groups 

 

AM Lit                                      Donna Staples 

                                 donnastaples5050@gmail.com 

 

Our annual Book Selection will be the goal of our next meeting on Friday, June 6. We will meet at the home of Maureen 

Dabovich to discuss and select books for the 2025–2026 AM Lit reading season. Judy Sims and Jane Palmer will 

graciously compile our list of selections and oversee our voting process. This will be followed by our annual potluck 

brunch at Maureen Dabovich’s home, 540 Riva Court, Wheaton.  

RSVP by June 1 to establish adequate seating: mdabovich@gmail.com 

 

Our July 11 meeting discussing “Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow”, by Gabrielle Zevin, and our 

August 1 meeting, will take place at the Wheaton Public Library. Afterwards, we may walk over to the 

Hale Street tents for brunch. Please join us. All are welcome. 

 

PM Lit                                   Susie Gullickson 

                             gullish.1955@gmail.com 

 
June is our Book Selection Potluck Event for the 2025-26 year.   We will meet on June 16 at 6:00 pm at Bonnie Wheaton’s 

home, 1203 Harrison St., Wheaton; bring a dish to share. 

 

Several of you have already shared your book selection ideas, but I still need to hear from more of you.  Please include a 

short description of the book; preferably, this will be a book that you have read.  Please get your suggestions to me 

(gullish.1955@gmail.com) by Monday, June 9 so I have adequate time to compile the list.  The list will be emailed to you 

in advance of our meeting, to allow you time to review the options.  We will vote for 11 books during the meeting.  

 

We will continue to meet during the summer months.  In July, we will be discussing “Fresh Water For 

Flowers” by Valerie Perrin.  Meeting details will be sent by email closer to the date.  Our August selection 

has not yet been decided, so watch your emails for specifics about this gathering. 

 

 

PM Non-Fiction                                Ewa Bacon                                                                       

                                                                                    baconew@lewisu.edu 

 

We are meeting on July 23 at 7:00 pm, at Marie Corcoran’s home (31 Hawkins Circle, Wheaton) as she leads our discussion 

of Jeff Nussbaum’s book “Undelivered: The Never-heard Speeches That Would Have Rewritten History”. 

 

Nussbaum has collected “second speeches” that were lost due to schedule changes, changes of heart or 

unanticipated, momentous events.  He has found undelivered speeches from, among others, Eisenhower, 

Nixon, Hirohito, Helen Keller.  What can we learn? They provide a fresh perspective on familiar events from 

important participants. 

 

Please RSVP to Marie if you are planning to attend: mecorcoran31@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:donnastaples5050@gmail.com
mailto:mdabovich@gmail.com
mailto:gullish.1955@gmail.com
mailto:gullish.1955@gmail.com
mailto:baconew@lewisu.edu
mailto:mecorcoran31@gmail.com
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Branch Book Groups (continued) 

 

AM Non-Fiction                         Susan Herrmann 
                                           Sherrmann710@gmail.com 

 

We will meet on June 25 at Susan Herrmann’s home at 10:00 am and be have our Annual Potluck Lunch and 

Book Selection meeting. Please come prepared to volunteer to lead a book for the upcoming season. We are 

asking each member to recommend a book that she will lead in the discussion. Also, please let Sue know what 

you will bring for the potluck. 

We will also be meeting August 27 at Laura Desmarais’ home to discuss “Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals 

Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation”, by Kristin Kobes Du Mez.  Jean Lindsey will be our discussion leader.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AAUW Wheaton - Glen Ellyn Branch is Sponsoring 
The MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival 

www.manhattanshort.com 
 

You Be the Judge! 
Discover your inner film critic by casting your vote for Best Film and Best Actor in the 

28th Annual MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival screening September 30, 2025, at the Glen Art theatre. 
**SAVE THE DATE** 

You'll join film lovers simultaneously in over 500 venues across the globe gathering to see the Ten Finalists in this year's 
event. With past finalists garnering Oscar wins & nominations and short films continuing to move into the Hollywood 

mainstream, come see this entertaining program featuring the best short films in the world today! 
 

ONE WORLD | ONE WEEK | ONE FESTIVAL. 
 

Tickets for Sale at Branch Events 
$25 

Cash or Check Only.  Checks made out to: AAUW Wheaton Glen Ellyn, NFP  
Online Sales will be Open Soon (Processing charge may apply) 
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Historian                          Marilyn Wiedemann                                                                                                                                                    

Marilyn.mayer@gmail.com 

 
 

Book Sales through the Years: 

 

 1963               2000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

       

2015                                                                              2024 
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Mission:  To advance gender equity for 

women and girls through research, 

education, and advocacy. 

 

Vision:  Equity for all. 

 

Values:  Nonpartisan.   

Fact-based.  Integrity.                                    

Inclusion and Intersectionality.                                                               

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

The Twigs Team 

Editor:   Susan Peters (Brugh) 

Proofreaders:  Ruth Schumacher 

Kathy McCullough 

AAUW Online:  Jane Palmer 

Website Editor:  Tracy Kline 
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